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[bookmark: abstract]Animal welfare science has traditionally focused on assessing current conditions and improving management practices. Applied ethology, through the systematic study of behaviour in human-managed and human-influenced systems, has provided the empirical foundation for understanding animals’ behavioural needs, adaptation and responses to environmental constraints. However, accelerating global changes—including technological innovation, climate change, shifting societal values, regulatory transformations and evolving human–animal relationships—are reshaping the contexts in which animals live and interact with humans. To remain relevant and proactive, the field must cultivate greater situational awareness of emerging disruptions, opportunities and structural uncertainties. These forces may redefine animal welfare and the behavioural questions that guide applied ethology in the coming decades. This interactive workshop invites participants to collectively explore plausible futures for different animal–human systems through structured futures-thinking approaches. Drawing inspiration from methodologies in the social sciences, design and the arts, the session aims to open space for diverse voices, perspectives and value systems. Creative and anticipatory approaches can help unpack complex problems, illuminate implicit assumptions and make underlying ethical tensions more tangible. Foresight requires imagination; by systematically engaging with uncertainty, participants can move beyond incremental thinking and explore transformative possibilities. During the 45-minute session, attendees will be divided into small interdisciplinary groups, each focusing on a specific scenario: companion animals, working animals, farm animals, research animals, free-living wildlife, and wild animals under human care. Guided by prompting questions, each group will identify key uncertainties and drivers of change affecting their scenario (e.g., technological developments, socio-economic shifts, governance changes, cultural transformations). Participants will then briefly outline contrasting future scenarios based on combinations of the most impactful and uncertain factors. A shared digital board will allow real-time visualization of emerging themes across groups. The workshop aims to: (1) identify key uncertainties and drivers of change shaping different animal–human systems; (2) explore how these factors may redefine research priorities and expose critical knowledge gaps in applied ethology and animal welfare science; and (3) generate forward-looking, interdisciplinary research questions and opportunities for collaboration. By creating a structured yet imaginative space to think beyond current paradigms, this session seeks to inspire participants to integrate anticipatory thinking into research, policy and practice. In doing so, it contributes to a more forward-looking, globally informed and ethically reflective research community. One that is better equipped to anticipate, rather than merely respond to, change.

